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3. On the calculation method of your Index
The OECD BLI is calculated through three

steps, 1. e. (1) normalization of respective

indicators, (2) composition of indicators within

respective 1tems, and (3) composition of the

11 topics. Followings are questions related to

this process.

Q3-1

Is i1t statistically appropriate to use the
difference between maximum and minimum
values to normalize a composing indicator?
We suspect that this method should be
influenced by abnormal data or a one-off
factor. Why do you avoid using other values,

e.g. standard deviation?



Q3—-2

Is 1t possible to conduct a time-series
comparison by this normalization? Respective
indicators in the OECD BLI are normalized
among countries at a time of comparison, or
one can say it a cross-country comparison.
Therefore, we suspect it 1s 1mpossible to
use intertemporal comparison or time-series
comparison in one country. We are wondering

if there 1s a normalization method to allow

both comparisons simultaneously.

Q3-3

Why do you differentiate the method of
welghting between indicators and items? The
OECD BLI is “designed to let you, the user,
investigate how each of the 11 topics can
contribute to well-being”. However, respective
“Indicators are averaged with equal weights”.
What is a rationale of this treatment, which

we suppose may cause inconsistency?
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4. On our index

There might be a big difference between
state-level BLI and municipality-level BLI. If
you have any suggestion about our index,

please give us some advice.

Q4 -1

We suppose that a size of social movement

of inhabitants among municipalities in a

country shows a gap among regional well-
being 1mplicitly. In other word, social

movement of inhabitants among municipalities
can be a shadow indicator of well-being. Such
social movement would reflect municipalities'
overall performance that can be explained by
several factors, e.g. income. We would like to
have your advice or know your suggested

prior works on this account of issue.

Q4—-2

The OECD BLI aims at reflecting gender
1ssues and Inequality in the index. What is
your view to follow this for the municipality-

level BLI?

Q4-3

In the OECD BLI, you write “some countries
and cultures may include in the definition
and measurement of well-being additional
aspects which are relevant to their context
and history (e.g. spirituality). Thus, while
the OECD framework covers dimensions of
well-being that are universal and relevant for
all human beings, 1t may be wusefully
complemented by national similar initiatives
which can add context-specific information
on what constitutes a good fledé Thinking
about aging Japan, we are wondering if it
1s appropriate to compare municipalities with
far different population composition by a
single set of indicators. We would like to
have your advice or know your suggested

prior works on this account of issue.
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(3% 3) http://www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/about/better-life-initiative/
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